
Collection Identifier MS.116

Title Hammersmith Farm Collection

Date 1903 – 1960

Abstract The materials in this collection relate to Hammersmith Farm: The items
were bequeathed to Colleen Townsend Pilat and were removed directly
from Hammersmith Farm by her. Pilat was the personal assistant of Hugh
"Yusha" Auchincloss, stepbrother of Jaqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis.
The collection includes photographs and one photographic negative of the
property and gardens, postcards, the garden book for Hammersmith
Farm, and a pencil drawing of garden.
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Physical Access This collection is housed on site at the Newport Historical Society.
Researchers can be seen by appointment during operating hours.

Historical Note

Hammersmith Farm was first established by Governor William Brenton in 1640 shortly following the
settlement of Newport. In 1877, the farm was owned by Henry L. Battey. After his passing, his heirs sold the
property Joanna Russell Auchincloss, wife of John W. Auchincloss, in 1887. 

The Auchinclosses built the mansion on the farm grounds in 1889 and the house served as a family home until
its sale in 1977. At that point, the mansion was opened for special events and public tours. Hammersmith
Farm was the childhood home of First Lady Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy and served as the site of her marriage
to then Senator John F. Kennedy in 1953. 

Throughout the Auchincloss’ ownership, the farm remained in working condition. 
 

Organization

The Hammersmith Farm Collection is organized into three series:
Series 1. Photographs (MS.116.001) series
Series 2. Postcards (MS.116.002) series
Series 3. Archival Materials (MS.116.003) series
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Reproduction & Use NHS allows monitored personal photography of manuscript and artifact
collections for research use only, with some limitations and restrictions.
Fees apply. See our Personal Photography Policy and Agreement for more
details.

NHS also offers digital scans of collections material for educational,
commercial or personal use. Fees apply.

Personal photography or purchase of digital prints and scans does not
imply permission to reproduce or publish these materials. Images from
the NHS collections may be reproduced only with written consent of the
Newport Historical Society. Permission is granted for one time, non-
exclusive use only. All subsequent and additional use requests must be
made in writing. 

We reserve the right to restrict photography of copyrighted, culturally
sensitive or physically endangered materials.
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