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Abstract This collection dates from 1895 to 2008 and contains correspondence,
diaries and mementos of Newport socialite Eileen Gillespie Slocum. The
collection also contains correspondence and papers of Eileen's sister,
Phyllis Gillespie Schumacher and their mother, Irene Sherman Gillespie.
Some photographs, papers and ephemera pertaining to other Gillespie
family members are also included.
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People Gillespie, Irene Muriel Sherman, 1887-1972
Gillespie, Lawrence Lewis, 1876-1940
Schumacher, Phyllis Gillespie, 1917-1973
Slocum, Eileen Gillespie, 1915-2008
Slocum, John Jermain, 1914-1997

Scope and Content

This collection documents the personal life of Eileen Gillespie Slocum (1915-2008), primarily through her
letters, diaries and engagement books. Correspondence captures her interactions and daily life with family and
friends from Newport, R.I., New York, N.Y. and Washington, D.C. from the 1920s to the early 2000s. Her
husband, John J. Slocum, served as a diplomat abroad and thus several letters pertain to their time overseas.
The collection also includes drafts of Eileen's unpublished novels, as well as political ephemera from her
involvement with the Rhode Island Republican Party.

The collection also includes some papers and correspondence of Eileen's sister Phyllis Gillespie Schumacher
and their mother Irene Sherman Gillespie, including financial and legal documents that show difficulties
paying debts in the early 1930s, perhaps connected to the economic downturn after the stock market crash of
1929. A few items pertain to Eileen's father, Lawrence L. Gillespie as well as her grandfather, Major General
George Lewis Gillespie. 

Organization

This collection is arranged into 7 series:
1. Engagement books
2. Correspondence
3. Diaries
4. Manuscripts of novels
5. Mementos and political ephemera
6. Gillespie family papers
7. Photographs

Subject Access



Subjects United States--Social life and customs--1945-1970 
United States--Social life and customs--1918-1945

Form/Genre correspondence
diaries
appointment books
photographs
printed ephemera

Physical Access This collection is housed on site at the Newport Historical Society.
Researchers can be seen by appointment during operating hours.

Reproduction & Use NHS allows monitored personal photography of manuscript and artifact
collections for research use only, with some limitations and restrictions.
Fees apply. See our Personal Photography Policy and Agreement for more
details.

NHS also offers digital scans of collections material for educational,
commercial or personal use. Fees apply.

Personal photography or purchase of digital prints and scans does not
imply permission to reproduce or publish these materials. Images from
the NHS collections may be reproduced only with written consent of the
Newport Historical Society. Permission is granted for one time, non-
exclusive use only. All subsequent and additional use requests must be
made in writing. 

We reserve the right to restrict photography of copyrighted, culturally
sensitive or physically endangered materials.

Citation Eileen Slocum family papers, MS.086, Newport Historical Society,
Newport, Rhode Island
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Processor Processed by Kerry McAuliffe, January 14 2019.

Descriptive Rules Finding aid based on Describing Archives: A Content Standard (DACS)

Processing Note This collection is minimally processed to the series level.

During rehousing, where materials were separated in their original
containers but it was impractical to maintain them in separate folders,
sheets of archival bond paper were used to separate them within a folder.
This is prevalent in Series 2 (Correspondence) and Series 6 (Gillespie
family papers).

Accession Info The Eileen Slocum family papers were a gift of Sophie Girard in 2018.

Accession Number: 2018.034; 2022.030

Administrative Information

Inventory

Series 01: Engagement books, 1965 – 2000

This series consists of annual datebook journals noting personal appointments, social calls
and events. 

Series 02: Correspondence, circa 1925 – 2005

This series contains correspondence of Eileen Slocum from the 1920s through the early
2000s pertaining primarily to social events in New York, Washington and Newport. Some
letters and invitations also pertain to Eileen's life overseas while her husband served as a
diplomat abroad. 

Letters saved by Eileen in the 1920s and 1930s were originally contained in a flowered
department store box, with notes written on the lid interior that convey the intentionality
with which Eileen saved her personal correspondence: "All personal papers kept thus far
my me because of their collective importance to me as documentary records of my
dealings and relationships with the world, and other interesting evidence bearing upon my
life. Sealed today, Sunday, August 4th, 1935 Newport, Rhode Island, U.S.A. by me  Eileen
Sophia Sherman Gillespie  P.S. There are no duplicate papers herein."



Series 03: Diaries, 1952 – 1974

This series contains diaries kept by Eileen in the 1950s through 1970s. Entries include
personal writings with inserted newspaper clippings, photographs and letters. 

Series 04: Manuscripts of novels, circa 1935

Series includes both typed and rough drafts of Eileen Slocum's unpublished novels,
including "Journal of an American Girl, 1927-1939" and what she describes as "My First
Novel". 

Series 05: Mementos and political ephemera, 1933 – 2008

This series includes Eileen's personal mementos and keepsakes including a yearbook and
her funeral program. Some personal items of her mother, Irene Sherman Gillespie are
included. Materials also document Eileen's involvement and activities with the Republican
National Committee. Included in this series are photographs of Eileen with President
Gerald R. Ford taken at her home on Bellevue Avenue during a reception in 1975. 

Series 06: Gillespie family papers, 1895 – 1970

This series is comprised primarily of journals and correspondence of Irene Sherman
Gillespie and her daughter, Phyllis Gillespie Schumacher. Financial and legal documents
from the 1930s and 1960s are also included; some of these document difficulties paying
debts in the early 1930s, perhaps connected to the economic downturn after the stock
market crash of 1929. Other materials include a 1908 roster of the Society of the Cincinnati
as well as documents pertaining to Lawrence L. Gillespie. A manuscript written by Major
General George L. Gillespie is included in this series as well. 

Series 07: Photographs, circa 1890 – 1940

This series contains photographs of Gillespie and Slocum family members and friends. The
series includes studio portraits (1880-circa 1920), a color photograph album of a social
event (circa 1970), and a photograph album of the exterior, porch, and outbuilding of
Cannon Hill at 469 Bellevue Avenue. 


